Subtrahend

Formal definition: A number that is to be subtracted from a minuend. (Definition from
Merriam-Webster website).

Kid-friendly explanation: Subtrahend is that quantity or part of the subtraction
sentence that is needed to take away from the whole part (minuend).

In subtraction, we have three numbers: Minuend, Subtrahend, and difference; the
subtrahend number tell as how many or how much quantity we need to take out of the whole
part (Minuend).

Example: Let’s say we have 5 peaches(minuend) and 2 of those peaches are already
rotten, so we cannot eat them, right? We need to take these 2 peaches away, remove them,
or simply cross them out. These 2 peaches that we are crossing out are the subtrahend of
our operation, is the quantity of peaches we need to take away from the whole number
(minuend).

How many peaches are cross out?

2

These 2 peaches are the subtrahend.

2
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Let's make a fun practice step by step:
1. Click the link below

httDs://www.nctm.orq/*assroom—Resources/IIIuminations/Interactives/Groupinq—and—Grazinq/

2. It will display you to this web page, here click in the circle area as showed in the picture and scroll
down until the word Subtract.
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ILLUMINATIONS

Grouping and Grazing

Grade: PreK 10 2nd

Help the alien spaceship move cows into corrals by counting, adding, and subtracting. This activity helps children leam grouping, tally marks, and place value. As they mastor
counting, they Can move on 10 adding and SULrACng tWo-Sight numbers.

This interactive is optimized for your desktop and tablet.

Activity

m‘ w  Group cows by 5 and drag the remainder over the ditch, then press CHECK.
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3. Listen carefully to the instructions and do the activity. From the expression given we must “select
the cows that we want to subtract” these cows mean the Subtrahend, the quantity of cows that we
are taking away from the Minuend.

Activity

Subtract w | Fill the DIFFERENCE field with the correct number of cows, then press CHECK.

DIFFERENCE ?

Subtrahend
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